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--SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION-- 

line l^^Vx^ancel "said". 
Page 3, line/8, cancel "said"; 

line y^'^^z^t^eX "said"; 
line 25^cancel "said"; 
lir^^37, cancel "said". 
Page'^4 , /line 18, cancel "said". 
Page 8, line 3, change "said Sepigel . " to 
--Sepigel™. - - . 

Page 9*^ between lines 4 and 5, insert the following 

heading : 

--DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION-- 

IN THE CLAIMS : 

Cancel claims 1 



Cancel claim 22 



Cancel claim 2 3 



Cancel cl^m 24. 




Add the following ne w claims: 

-25. Composition comprising an oil phase, an 
aqueous phase, at least onA water- in-oil emulsifier, at least 
one oil-in-water emulsifierX wherein the composition is an 
inverted latex comprising from 20% to 60% by weight of a 
branched or crosslinked anionicV polyelectrolyte from at least 
one monomer possessing a strongly acidic function, copolymer- 
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ized either with ad least one monomer possessing a weakly 
acidic function or with at least one neutral monomer; the 
strongly acidic functiion of the monomer containing it being a 
sulfonic acid function pr a phosphonic acid function, partial- 
ly or totally salif ied Wnd the monomer being 2 -methyl -2 - [ ( 1 - 
oxo-2 -propenyl) amino] - 1 -prbpanesulf onic acid partially or 
totally salified in the form of an alkali metal salt or in the 
form of ammonium salt; the weakly acidic function of the 
monomer containing it being a carboxylic acid function, and 
the monomer being selected from the group consisting of 
acrylic acid, methacrylic acxLd, itaconic acid and maleic acid, 
partially or totally salifieu; and the neutral monomer being 
selected from the group consisting of 2 -hydroxyethyl acrylate, 
2 , 3 -dihydroxypropyl acrylate, E -hydroxyethyl methacrylate and 
2 , 3 -dihydroxypropyl methacrylate, and an ethoxylated deriva- 
tive, with a molecular weight be\:ween 400 and 1000, of each of 
these esters. 

^^-J^^ The composition according to claim 
comprising from 25 to 45% by weight of the branched or 
crosslinked anionic polyelectrolyte . 

^ --^^t^. The composition according to claim , 
wherein the anionic polyelectrolyte is the result of a 
copolymerization of its precursor monomers, which is carried 
out at a pH less than 4 . 
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^ ^ The composition according to claim 

wherein ^5-9-%^ to 90% of the monomer units which comprise the 
anionic polyelectrolyte have a strongly acidic function. 

The composition according to claim , 
wherein the branched or crosslinked anionic polyelectrolyte is 
formed from partially or totally salified 2 -methyl -2 - [ ( 1 -oxo- 
2 -propenyl ) amino] -1-propanesulf onic acid, copolymerized with 
2 -hydroxyethyl acrylate , 



i/^--'^' The composition according to claim 
wherein 30 to 90% in molar proportions of the monomer units 
comprised by the anionic polyelectrolyte is 2-methyl-2- [ (1- 
oxo- 2 -propenyl) amino] - 1 -propanesul f onic acid partially or 
totally salified in the form of an alkali metal salt or an 
ammonium salt, and the anionic polyelectrolyte includes, in 
molar proportions, from 60% to 90% of ^sodium or of ammonium 
salt of 2-methyl-2- [ (1-oxo- 2 -propenyl) amino] - 1 -propanesul f onic 
acid and from 10% to 40% of 2 -hydroxyethyl acrylate. 

^ - ^>3^ The composition according to claim > 
wherein the inverted latex comprises from 30% to 45% by 
weight, of a branched or crosslinked, anionic polyelectrolyte 
based on a 2 -methyl - 2 -[( 1 -oxo-2 -propenyl ) amino] - 1 - 
propanesulf onic acid which is partially or totally salified in 
the form of a sodium salt or of the ammonium salt copolymer- 
ized with acrylic acid, partially salified in the form of the 
sodium salt or of the ammonium salt. 
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--32. The composition according to claim 25, 
wherein the anionic polyesl4ff trolyte is crosslinked and/or 
branched with a diethyleniJc jprs polyethylenic compound in a 
molar proportion, expressed re)[.ative to the monomers used, of 
from 0.005% to 1%. 



The composition according to claim -3^, 
wherein the molar proportion ranges from 0.01% to 0.2%. 

' The composition according to claim 'Q^, 
V A 

wherein the crosslinking agent and/or the branching agent is 
selected from the group consisting of ethylene glycol 
diacrylate, sodium diallyloxyacetate , ethylene glycol 
diacrylate, diallylurea, trimethylolpropane triacrylate, and 
methylenebisacrylamide . 

/ ^ - The composition according to claim 
further comprising from 2.5% to 15% by weight of emulsifiers. 



-3^. The composition according to claim 3^! 



comprising from 4% to 9% by weight of emulsifiers. 

--3n , The composition according to claim 
wherein from 20% to 50% of the total weight of the emulsifiers 
present are water-in-oil emulsifiers, and from 80% tc 50% of 
the total weight of the emulsifiers are oil-in-water 
emulsifiers . 

^ The composition according to claim 3^, 

wherein from 25% to 40% of the total weight of the emulsifiers 
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present are water-in-oil emulsif iers and from 75% to 60% of 
the total weight of the emulsifiers are oil-in-water emulsifi- 
ers . 

The composition according to claim 
wherein the oil phase represents from 15% to 40% of its total 
weight . 



--Jt^ The composition according to claim 
wherein the oil phase represents from 20% to 25% of its total 
weight . 





The composition according to claim 
wherein the oil phase is made up of isohexadecane or white 
mineral oil . 

The composition according to claim J^^^ 
further comprising one or more additives selected from the 
group consisting of complexing agents, transfer agents 

A 

chain- limit ing agents , 

--4^. Process for preparing a composition compris- 
ing an oil phase, an aqueous phase, at least one water-in-oil 
emulsifier, at least one oil-in-water emulsifier, wherein the 
composition is an inverted latex comprising from 20% to 60% by 
weight of a branched or crosslinked anionic polyelectrolyte 
formed from at least one monomer possessing a strongly .acidic 
function, copolymerized either with at least one monomer 



6 



# 



MALLO et al. S.N. 09/233,177 

possessing a weakly acid function or with at least one neutral 
monomer, the process comprising: 

a) emulsifying an aqueous solution containing the 
monomers and .the — ^ p Lioiial " additives in an oil phase in the 
presence of one or more water-in-oil emulsifiers; 

b) initiating a polymerization reaction by introduc- 
ing a free-radical initiator into the emulsion formed in a) , 
and thereafter allowing the reaction to proceed to obtain a 
reaction medium; and 

c) when the polymerization reaction is complete, 
introducing one or more oil-in-water emulsifiers at a tempera- 
ture below 50°C. 

--4^ The process according to claim 4^, further 
comprising concentrating the reaction medium obtained after 



step b) by distillation before step c) is carried out 




--^1^, The process according to claim jf^, wherein 
the polymerization reaction is initiated by a redox couple at 
a temperature below or equal to 10°C, and is then carried out 
in a virtually adiabatic manner to a temperature greater than 
or equal to 40°C. 

*n ^ 

The process according to claim wherein 
the starting aqueous solution is adjusted to a pH less than or 
equal to 4 before step c) is carried out. 
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